
 
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
 

Unsure what to do with used pens? 

The solution: a returns box for empty markers 

 

 

(Ahrensburg, September 2022) With resources becoming scarcer and 

plastics entering our oceans and ending up in our food, Earth Overshoot 

Day falls earlier every year – all these issues are a sign of our times, as 

plastic increasingly becomes a massive problem. 

Here at edding, we also use plastic to make our high-quality markers and writing 

instruments. At the same time, we are very aware of our huge responsibility 

towards the environment, which is why we are already using post-consumer 

plastics and renewable resources in the manufacture of our EcoLine products. 

However, it’s also important to have in place effective and sustainable ways of 

dealing with empty or worn-out edding products. To lengthen the lifespan of as 

many products as possible, we supply refill systems for 70% of all edding markers 

and writing instruments, enabling empty markers to be refilled up to 15 times. 

But what should we do with markers and pens that can definitely no longer be 

used? It’s a huge shame to throw them away because they contain valuable 

materials that we ought to be recycling. That's why we provide return boxes to 

large enterprises for any empty disposable products and refillable markers that 

have come to the end of their life, regardless of the brand. In collaboration with a 

specialist plastics recycling company, we have developed a recycling loop which 



 
 

 

 

allows us to feed over 70% of the plastic recovered back into the manufacture of 

new edding products such as EcoLine products.  

After the start in Germany, the box can now also be used internationally. The 

boxes can be ordered on the websites of the international edding branches and 

the filled boxes can be sent back directly to the recycling company. 
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